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strength of his devotion to the League of Nations
and to its chief British protagonist Lord Robert
Cecil. From 1922 to 1924 he had continued to repre-
sent Harrow, but as an Independent. A short flirta-
tion with Liberalism preceded the plunge into the
Socialist Party, in which he quickly became dis-
tinguished for the strength of his views and the
vigorous method of their expression. His name was,
and still is, Oswald Mosley.

An election contest between two such personalities
would have been a stimulating affair at any time.
Circumstances did nothing to diminish the keenness
with which the engagement was fought in 1924
because of the bitterness aroused by the Zinoviev
Letter controversy and because of the zeal, charac-
teristic of most recent converts, of Mr. Mosley. There
was, too, an undercurrent of feeling, which occa-
sionally welled up into the open, about the apparent
inconsistency of the great wealth of the Mosleys
with their political profession of opinion. In those
days, it must be remembered, it was still the excep-
tion rather than the rule for people with large
unearned incomes to profess Leftist sympathies.
This feeling was characterized by the appearance
one day of a paragraph in the Sketch, which ran:
"I saw Lady Cynthia Mosley and her husband
sunning themselves on the terrace of the Carlton
last week. She looked lovely and wore a simple
white frock and her pearls. Her husband is a pro-
spective Labour M.P. and somehow it seemed
funny to think of this when one saw Lady Cynthia
stepping into a pretty good-looking car/' In the
end it turned out that the Carlton referred to was
not the headquarters of social Conservatism, but the
Carlton at Biarritz. So both sides took such comfort
as they could muster from this geographical revela-
tion*